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CHESS

DIAGRAM 1

THE Southbourne Christmas tourna-
ment, attracting a significantly increased
entry on previous years, has been won
by Bruce Jenks (Lymington) with a 6/7
score, a half point ahead of Walter
Braun (Seouthbourne), who finished a
further half-point clear of Peter Wilcock
(Wimborne).

The time handicap system once again
proved effective and Phil Wallace
(Wimborne) and Alan Reid
(Southbourne) shared an early lead on
3/3 scores before the higher graded
players settled into the format in the
later rounds.

A mid-term review of the
Bournemouth League provides strong
evidence that an unbeaten Southbourne
A side will retain the 1st Division title
and, following Wimborne A's recent
defeat at their hands, Ringwood A
seem likely to be their closest rivals this
season. Southbourne C lead in Division
2, but enly by virtue of playing one
more game than Wimborne C and a
close contest is anticipated between
these well-matched sides throughout
the rest of the campaign. Poole B and
Wimborne H lead Divisions 3 and 4
respectively while the newly-formed
Division 5 looks set to be a battle
between no fewer than five teams with
Ringwood C currently at the forefront.

The following miniature is taken from
Division 2 of the Dorset League and
Wimborne’s Chris Bellers provides a
speedy crumb of comfort in a 1-3 home
defeat against Dorchester.

Hardie, D — Bellers, C
Wimborne B v Dorchester B, 2009
Sicilian Defence (B27)

1.d4 g6 2.e4 Bg7 3.Nf3 c5 4.d5 b5!?
An interesting pawn advance that goes
deeper than the simple bait line
5.Bxb5? Qa5+ 6.Nc3 Bxc3+, winning a

DIAGRAM 2
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piece. Indeed, Black can take an entire-
ly different course here with 4....d6 and
transpose into a Schmid-Benoni. In
Beaumont-Dunnington (Newport, 1998)
play continued 7.Bb5+ Bd7 8.Bd7+
Nxd7 9.0-0 Ngf6é 10.Nc3 0-0 and a
quick draw was agreed. 5.a4 bxad
6.Rxa4 Qb6 7.Nc3 d6 8.Bb5+ White is
content to compete his development
even though the following exchanges
allow his opponent to free his queen-
side minor pieces. 8...Bd7 9.Bxd7+
Nxd7 10.0-0 Ngf6 11.Re1 0-0 12.e57?!
White held the initiative with his advan-
tage in space, but now cedes it by engi-
neering a series of exchanges that only
serve to improve Black’s position.
12...dxe5 13.Nxe5 Nxe5 14.Rxe5 (Diag
1) Qd6! A subtle move that appears to
merely protect the e-pawn, but in fact
contains a threat that White fails to
spot. 15.Qe2? Missing Black's reply
and losing the exchange in the process.
Better was the counter-threat 15.B14!,
whereupon 15...Qd7 16.Qe2 leads to
equality. 15...Ng4! 16.Rxg4 Bxe5
17.Red Bxc3 18.bxc3 Rab8 The d-
pawn can wait as Black grabs the open
file and eyes the possibility of a nasty
back rank pin on the bishop. White
responds by giving his king some air,
19.g3 Qxd5 20.Re5 Qcé 21.f3 White
anticipates the pin on the bishop and
closes the long diagonal, hoping to
defend against the mounting threats
with his queen. However... 21...Rb1
22.Qe3 (Diag 2) Qd6! ...Black finds the
perfect reply and overloads the white
queen with protective duties. With the
duel threats of 23...Rxc1+ 24.Qxc1
Qxeb and 23...Qd1+ 24.Qe1 Qxcl in
the offing, Black resigned.

@ Any enquiries regarding the
Chess column should be
addressed o Alan Dommetit by
emailing a.j.dommett@btinter
net.com

@ “She is a great lady, Carla,
even if she doesn’t look it” —a
Parisian down-and-out, named
Denis, who has been befriend-
ed by France’s first lady Carla
Bruni-Sarkozy.
@ “The definite dis-
covery of life on
Mars, however prim-
itive, could be the
great discovery of the
next decade — and
will show that where
life can appear, it
will” — astronomer Sir
Patrick Moore, pictured.
@ “I have five children,
ranging in age from 14 to their
30s, by three mothers, so I
guess you could call it a
fractionalised family of sorts”
—actor Robhert de Niro

MAY | QUOTE YOU? I

enough roles for older
women.

@® “I was not unlike
Frankenstein’s monster” —
actress Susan Penhaligon
regrets having Botox.

@ “No-one has the right to
comment on China’s judicial
sovereignty” — Jiang Yu,
spokeswoman for the Chinese
foreign ministry.
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