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WITH the race for BoUrnemouth League
titles and promotion and relegation
issues reaching a critical stage over the
next few months-it is good to report that
the new four-board team format for this
season has had the desired effect of cre-
ating increased competition and clo'ser
contests throughout all five divisions.

Any one of three teams, Southbourne
A, Wimborne A and Ringwood A,'can
win the championship while in Divisions
3, 4 and 5, NM Ohessnuts ahd
Ringwood's remaining B and C teams
head chasing packs by the narrowest of
margins.

However, tension is greatest in Division
2 where Wimborne C lead by a single
point with the four teams immediately
below them still hoping for promotion, but
also fearing relegation!

The following game is taken from the
league's top division and must be a
strong contender for best of the season.
Wimborne's Chris Bellers puts some
devilish opening preparation to good use,
combined with clinical endgame tech-
nique that, despite the game's length,
demands its inclusion in full.

Yeo,M-Bellers,C
Wimborne B v Lymington A, 2010

Sicilian Defence (B27)

i.e4 cS ?.Nf3 gO Played two moves
earlier than is usual, this fianchetto
defines the defence as a hyper-acceler-
ated Dragon. 3.d4 Bg7 4.dxc5 Qa5+
5.c3 Qxc5 5.Na3 Nf6 There is some
"previous" between these two players in
this variation. In Yeo-Bellers (2006)
Black tried 6...d6, got into trouble after
7.Nbs Bd7 8.8e3 Qc8 9.Nxa7, and lost
in 21 moves. 7.Nb5 b6 8.e5 Yeo-Bellers
(2008) saw this move deferred until after
8.Be3 Qc6, whereupon 9.e5 Ng4 led to a
draw in 42 moves. 8...N94 9.Qd4 Nxe5
10.Qxc5!? In Robatsch-Bilek
(Capablanca Memorial, 1965) White
avoided what amounts to a very shrewd
exchange sacriJice for a pawn and plenty

of minor piece activity, but, after 10.Nxe5
Qxe5+ 11.Qxe5 Bxe5 12.f4 a6 13.fxe5
axbS 14.Bxb5 NcO 15.Bf4 Ba6 a quick
draw was agreed. 10...Nxf3+ 11.gxf3
bxcS 12.Nc7+ Kd813.Nxa8 Bb714.Be2
BxaS (Diag 1) The dust settles, Black is
still on course with his preparation, and
the stem game continues to be replicat-
ed for a further half-dozen moves!
15.Be3 d6 16.0-0 Nc6 l7.Rabl a5 18.f4
Kc7 19.a3 Rb8 20.Rfcl Nd8 21.f3 At
last a parting of the ways with
Shaposhnikov-Malakhov (2007) where
White continued with 21.b4 and, after
21.B,e4 22,Rb2 Ne6, went on to lose in
38 moves. 21...a422.8d1Bc6 23.b4?
Delayed untilthe bishop has retreated,
this advance drops a pawn and White is
drawn into a passage of play in which he
finds it increasingly difficult to make any
progress whatsoever. 23...axb3 24.Rxb3
Rxb3 25.Bxb3 Bxf3 26.B,d2 Bh6 27.Kf2
Be4 28.B,c2 BdS 29.Re1 Nc6 30.Rdl
White is reduced to treading water and
from this point onwards it is Black who
dictates and controls the game.30...f5
31.a4 Bc4 32.8e3 Bg7 33.8d2 e5! The
central pawn roller begins and White is
powerless to stop it. 34.K93 e4 35.Ra1
Na5 36.Ra3? Burying the rook rather
sums up White's plight since accepting
the exchange sacrifice. 36...d5 37.h4
Kb6 38.h5 d4!? 39.cxd4 cxd4 40.hxg6
hxg6 41.Kf2? (Diag 2) Faced with an
enviable choice of pawn pushes
(41...e3+ 42.Bxe3 dxe3+ 43.Kxe3 Bb2
also wins), Black fittingly decides to
retain the connected pawns to secure his
win. 41...d3 42.Bxa5+ Kxa5 43.Bb3
Bd4+ 44.Kel Kb4 45.Bxc4 Kxa3
45.Kd2 Kb2 47.8f7 Bc3+ 48.Ke3 d2
49.Ke2 Kc2 and, with no way of prevent-
ing the pawn's advance, White resigned.

O Any enquiries regarding the
Ghess column should be
addressed to Alan Dommett by
emailing a.i.dommett@ btinter
net.com
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O "Do you want some docile type
of person who is just not going to
have any spirit about them or do
you want someone who has got a
bit of fire in their belly, who will
react, who will get a bit emotional
sometimes? That is not bullying

as far as I am con-
cerned" - Lord Sugar,
left, defends Prime
Minister Gordon Brown
as the "bullying" row
continues.
O "She has a grandeur
fixation and is now
about to achieve it. We

have turned full circle back to
1789. Lady Gaga's new rock aris-
tocracy flaunts its wealth and
fancy dress in our faces" -
Charles Mosley, the only man
who has edited both Debrett's

O "Even I could do better than
that in goal in my state! Tell
Arsene Wenger I'm available.
Even in my wheelchair I'm
quicker than Sol Campbell" -
Great Train Robber Ronnie
Biggs on the Gunners' hapless
goalkeeper Lukasz Fabianski's
efforts against FC Porto.
l "No one in their right mind
talks any longer about a'green
and pleasant land'. A beautiful
country is being submerged
under a rising tide of rubbibh" -
Jeremy Paxman on litter louts.
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